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CLAIMS 



method ofl 



generating a file suitable for 



programming a programmable logic device, the method comprising the 



steps of: 



(A) generating a programming item from a plurality of 



parameters that define a program for said programmable logic 



device; 



(B) storing said programming item in a programming field 



of said file in response to /generating; and 

(C) storing at least one of said parameters in a non- 
programming field of said file. 



2. The method according to claim 1, wherein storing is 
storing a frequency parameter in said non- programming field. 



3. The method/ according to claim 1, further comprising 
the step of second storing one of said parameters in a second non- 
programming field of saiia file. 
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The method according tp claim 3, wherein said second 



storing is storing a frequency parameter in said second non- 
programming field. 

5. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
the steps of : 

generating an error detection item; and 
storing said error detection item in a second non- 



3{j programming field of said file. 
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6. The method according to claim 5, wherein said error 
detection item is a cyclic redundancy check checksum. 



7. The method according to claim 6, wherein said cyclic 
redundancy check checksum i/s configured to detect a bit swap within 
said file. 



8. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
the step of storing an identification item configured to identify 
said proqr^tmmable logic/device in a second non-programming field of 
said f^le. / 
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9. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
the step of bracketing said non- programming field with a / pair of 
delimiters . 
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10. The method according to claim l,yfurther comprising 
the steps of: 

generating an error detectionAtem; 

storing said error detetpcion item is a second non- 
programming field of said file; 

storing another oy said parameters in a third non- 
programming field of said/file; 

storing an / identification item in a fourth non- 
programming field said file; and 

bracketing a combination of said non-programming field, 
said second /non -programming field, said third non-programming 
field, and said fourth non-programming field with a pair of 
delimiters . 
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11. A storage medium for use in a computer to generate 
a file suitable for programming a programmable logic device, the 
storage medium recording a computer program that is readable and 
executable by the computer, the computer progran)/ comprising : , 
comprising the steps of: 

(A) generating a programming item/from a plurality of 
parameters that define a program for ^aid programmable logic 
device; 

(B) storing said programming item in a programming field 
of said file in response to generating; and 

(C) storing at lea^st one of said parameters in a non- 



programming field of saidyfile. 



12. The storage medium according to claim 11, wherein 
storing is storijafg a frequency parameter in said non-programming 
field. 



/13 . The storage medium according to claim 11, wherein 
said cotrfputer program further comprises the step of second storing 
one ox said parameters in a second non-programming field of said 
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14. The storage medium according to claim 13, wherein 
said second storing is storing a frequency parameter in sai^K second 
non- programming field. 



15. The storage medium according toyclaim 11, wherein 
said computer program further comprises the /steps of: 



jLjj. 



generating an error detection intern; and 

storing said error detect/ion item in a second non- 



SLn programming field of said file. 



16. The storage/medium according to claim 15, wherein 



said error detection item is a cyclic redundancy check checksum. 



17. The storage medium according to claim 16, wherein 
said cyclic redundancy check checksum is configured to detect a bit 



swap within/said file, 
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18, The storage medium according to claim 11, where" 
said computer program further comprises the step of storing an 
identification item configured to identify said programmable logic 
device in a second non -programming field of said filey 



19. The storage medium according to /claim 11, wherein 
said computer program further comprises the s^ep of bracketing said 
non -programming field with a pair of deld/miters. 
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20. A system comprising; 
means for generating ar programming item from a plurality 
of parameters that define A program for a programmable logic 



device ; 



means for stcnring said programming item in a programming 



field of a file suy£able for programming said programmable logic 
device; and 

meani for storing at least one of said parameters in a 
non- programming field of said file. 
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